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GMAA
Greater Montreal Athletic Association — 5925 Monkland Ave, Suite 101, H4A 1G7

Phone: 514-482-8555 Fax: 514-487-0121 Email: gmaa@gmaa.ca Website: www.gmaa.ca

December Secondary Advisory Meeting

100 Additions to and Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve: Jaime MACD Seconded: Roy STG Unan.

200 Approval of Minutes of June 2024
Motion to approve: Angela PCHS Seconded: Roy STG Unan.

300 Business arising
N/A

400 New Business
401 Board of Directors Report
There were no motions that passed at the Board that didn’t come through the SAC Committee first.

402 Competition Committee Proposals (motions from meeting Nov 26)

402.1 Soccer tracking of yellow cards: Proposal to start tracking yellow cards for outdoor soccer and
futsal. Itis the home coach’s responsibility to input the yellow cards on S1 when inputting the score and
scoresheet. After an accumulation of 3 yellow cards, the student-athlete will be required to sit a one-
game suspension. After the suspension, the count starts over. Yellow cards from the season do not carry
over into playoffs.

Amended by Chris Bedic to include that it is the coach's responsibility to track their athletes' yellow cards
and subsequent game suspension.

Moved: Matt Starr-BIAL Seconded: Haider- LAURN

Vote: For: 22 Opposed:1 Abstentions: 1

402.2 Volleyball Eligibility for city players: Proposal to adjust the volleyball eligibility in Girls Division 4.1
and Boys D4 to allow one club/city player to be permitted per game. (more consistency amongst sports)
Moved: Evan McCurdy - BHS Seconded: Jaime Guy- MACD

Vote: For: 17 Opposed: 3  Abstentions:4

402.3 Cross Country Running and Track and Field Pacing Athletes: Pacing by a coach, a lapped
participant or anyone not participating in the race is prohibited in all GMAA races. A coach may apply to
run as a guide for an athlete with cognitive or physical limitations, but this authorization would have to be
approved prior to the races.

Moved: Max Rupert-LCC Seconded: Laura S.-BA

Vote: For: 19 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 4

402.4 GOLF - split the format for next Fall to host one competitive tournament and one Best Ball
Tournament: Competitive tournament (around same date as this year), use tee times for the students to
compete. Team banners and individual awards would be distributed at this tournament.

Best Ball Tournament (about 1 week after the Competitive tournament), schools can compete in the best
ball tournament as ateam. Prizes would be awarded to the winning best ball team.

Players would not be permitted to participate in both tournaments, they would have to choose either the
competitive tournament or the best ball tournament.

Moved: Evan McCurdy-BHS Seconded: Chris Bedic-JRHS

Vote: For: 18 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 5



402.5 Flag Football Fields: Flag Football - at Bantam level only, the regular season field allowances apply
to playoff games as well. (Which is 90-yard minimum field length can include the 10-yard end zones.)
Moved: Matt Star -BIAL Seconded: Roy Aoun - STG

Vote: For:13 Opposed: 6 Abstention: 5

402.6 Fall Sports Ties: Proposal that no outdoor fall team sport game can end in a tie.
Moved: Cullen - Kuper Seconded: Matt Star - BIAL
Vote: For: 20 Opposed:1 Abstentions: 4

402.7 Soccer Overtime: With concerns around daylight, to expedite the overtime process in regular
season soccer, instead of playing two 5-minute overtime halves, the proposalis that soccer games that
are tied at the end of regulation go directly to penalty kicks to determine a winner.

Multiple people proposed an amendment: that if a team wins in penalty kicks, the host school would
indicate the game was won in shootout and the score would be the score at the end of the game plus 1
point for winning the shootouts.
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Moved: Chris Bedic-JRHS Seconded: Matt Starr- BIAL
Vote: For: 17 Opposed:4 Abstentions: 2

402.8 Points for an Overtime Win: For all sports that a game won in overtime or shootouts for any league
(in any season) be worth 2 points instead of 3 and a game lost in overtime or shootouts be worth 1 point
instead of 0 points.

Moved: Andy - LMAC Seconded: JP-EMCS

Vote: For:20 Opposed: 0 Abstention: 4

402.9 Baseball - Stealing and Advancement rules: It was requested that we return with the Baseball
Quebec Rules for advancing and stealing. The A level rules would be followed for D3, and the B level rules
would be followed for D4.

Moved: Matt - BIAL Seconded: Jamie - MACD

Vote: For:8 Opposed:0 Abstentions:13

402.10 Baseball - open D4: That for Juvenile Baseball, we offer teams both a D3 and a D4 option this
year. Lastyearin JB we had 13 teams with at least 6 that could go either D3 or D4.

Moved: Matt -BIAL Seconded: Jaime - MAC

Vote: For: 10 Opposed:0  Abstentions:13

402.11 Basketball Registration Deadline and scheduling: Proposal to adjust the basketball team
registration deadline and the basketball scheduling meetings to approximately 2 weeks later in October.
(ideally this will reduce number of team and game changes)

Moved: Angela- PCHS Seconded: Evan - BHS

Vote: For: 21 Opposed:2 Abstentions: 1



402.12 Governing Rules: Add a section to RULE Xl to include final seeding, final standings and tie
breaker rules that are currently being used. Proposalto include the breakdown for final seeding (right
now we only outline the tie break procedures for teams making the playoffs, we do not outline how the
standings are calculated and how the ties in the standings are broken in the final standings.)

Moved: Max-LCC Seconded: Eric - MAI

Vote: For: 23 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1

402.13 Playing a game under protest: If a team arrives after the specified grace period, and both
coaches do not agree to play an official game, the game should not proceed, and the late team will
default the game immediately. No game should be played under protest due to a late arrival, the penalty
for a late arrival is a default.

Moved: Max-LCC Seconded: Evan - BHS

Vote: For:19 Opposed:2 Abstentions: 1

402.14 Grace period: If the shortest distance between the school and the game location is 30km or more,
that 5-minutes be added to the grace period (making it 20 minutes total).

Moved: Evan - BHS Seconded: Max Rupert-LCC

Vote: For: 19 Opposed:1 Abstentions: 1

402.15 Reseeding in playoffs: Proposal to edit point 4) to become:

4) The 1st & 2nd placed team of the same section shall not meet until the finals. If sections cross over
during the regular season, and no section is guaranteed a spot in the playoffs, those subsections will be
treated as a single section for playoff purposes.

In a 3-section league, provided valid scheduling conflicts allow for it, teams may be reseeded after each
round to adhere to playoff rule #1 (i.e., 1st and 2nd place teams from the same section cannot meet until
the finals). When reseeding, lower-seeded teams will be adjusted as necessary.

In a 3-section league, if scheduling conflicts result in playoff rounds being held simultaneously or earlier
than planned, reseeding before each round will not be possible. In such cases, teams will be reseeded
before the playoffs begin to ensure they are placed on opposite sides of the bracket. During this process,
lower-seeded teams will be adjusted as necessary.

Moved: Haider - LAURN Seconded: Max-LCC

Vote: For: 21 Opposed:0 Abstentions: 3

403 Scoresheets, Scores & S1

Please make sure coaches are uploading the scores, scoresheets and ethical points onto S1 on time.
There have been quite a few late score entries so far in the basketball season, a $10 fine will be issued for
a score or scoresheet not uploaded on time.

Player registrations that are late or missing are subject to a fine.

Unregistered eligible players- For those of you who are not aware, any player who is eligible and not a call-
up that has been written by hand on a scoresheet is a 100.00$ fine. If the score sheet was printed before
you had registered the player or if you requested a transfer and the office hadn’t gotten to it on time,
please let us know and we will waive the fine.

Finally, it is very important that you cross off all the players on the scoresheet who are not at the game. It
is not the responsibility of the referee to do so.

404 Fall & Winter Summary

A Fall/Winter Sports Summary sheet was shared, showing the number of teams and participants in the

GMAA. Participation numbers continue to trend upward, with 45 more teams this year compared to last
year. Pickleball went from 1 tournament in 2023-24 to 5 tournaments in 2024-25. We’d like to say a big
thank you to all of you for everything you do at your schools to make this possible.



All winter sports leagues are underway, the playoff grids have been posted with set dates, please send in
any valid school conflicts as soon as possible.

Upcoming event reminders:

Swim meets start the 15* week back from winter break; Jan 8" and 9*. Team and player registrations
including events for meets 1 and 2 are due on S1 by Friday, Dec 13™.

Indoor Track and Field Meet dates are confirmed with Claude Robillard, Feb 11 for the girls and Feb 12 for
the boys. All entries are due Jan 30"

Badminton team entries are due January 13th.

Water Polo entries are due February. 10"

405 Withdrawals, Defaults & Discipline

On the Fall summary sheet, ejections, defaults, and withdrawals are also listed.

With more teams, we did have a marginally increased number of ejections, defaults and withdrawals.
Basketball withdrawals leading the way 5 withdrawals and 3 changes (would have withdrawn if not able to
change)

406 Schedule changes

Unfortunately, as we all know schedule changes are a little crazy right now. To date, we have
accumulated over $1,500 in fines already, we ask that you please try to find a solution before requesting a
game change.

We have been fortunate that MMBRA has been covering most of our 4.2 games, we will continue to send
you weekly emails about which games are covered.

We understand that re-scheduling games is very difficult this year with the lack of referees. For basketball
specifically, any rescheduled game is not guaranteed to have referees. We highly recommend making any
rescheduled game part of a double header.

Unless a game in the current week needs to be rescheduled, please only include the office in the email
with the confirmed new date, | take care of basketball and curling, Hughanna takes care of Futsal, Chess
& wrestling and Amanda takes care of Hockey. Also, if you are looking for contacts to reschedule games,
you can find all the SAC Reps listed under the ‘member schools’ tab on our homepage.

407 Invoices

Fall post-season invoices were sent out Monday to all schools. Most schools who paid their pre-season
bills would have received credits for team sports since we billed teams based on the number of games

played. Included in the bills are the payments due for the golf, pickleball and cross-country events that

weren’t previously billed.

Invoices for the pre-payments for basketball, hockey, curling, chess, and futsal are ready. They will be
sent by the end of this week. If you have a credit on the statements you just received from the fall, please
apply the credit to the amount owed and send payment for the difference. Payments can be made by
check or by e-transfer, if your accounting department needs our banking information, please contact
Amanda. Please do not use regular mail right now. It was requested that the office try to let the finance
departments at the school boards know that we do have access to the internal mail system.

We have received comments lately concerning the costs in GMAA leagues. This year when we outlined
the costs in our leagues, we broke down the fees into Admin fees, and referee or rental fees. In theory,
referee fees and rental fees are self-explanatory (they are also non-negotiable). The admin fee for a GMAA
Basketball team last year was $277.07 per team.

This fee is further broken down into the following:
Admin Fee Breakdown Basketball

Awards & Equipment $ 46.75
First Aid $ 5.24
All Star $ 24.24
Coaches Gift $ 13.80




Provincial Transportation $ 20.00
Admin Fee (including HR) $ 105.00

Office Costs* $ 62.04
*QOffices costs fees include offices phones, internet, RSEQ Fees, office supplies, bookkeeper fees,
accounting system fees, etc.

If any SAC Reps or Coaches need a more detailed outline of the fees, please feel free to give me a call.

I’d also like to give you a comparable from the same ‘industry’, the costs for an RSEQ Lac St Louis
Basketball team. They are our closest neighbors and use the same referee assignor that we do (MMBRA).
Last year an RSEQ GMAA basketball team that played a 10-game season (plus playoffs) paid $809.50
(including $277.07 for admin fees).

Last year an RSEQ LSL basketball team that played a 10-game season (plus playoffs) paid $1025
(including $548.50 for admin fees).

408 RSEQ Report

GMAA at the RSEQ Provincials - The GMAA sent a team of 34 runners from 14 schools to the Cross-
Country Provincials in late October at Parc des Forestiers in St Lazare. The GMAA Office was also on
hand helping organize.

We are again helping to host the Indoor T&F Provincials again at Claude Robillard in April (April 11-12) with
Andy and his team at LMAC hosting the lodging for regions coming from outlying regions.

There will be some major shifts in the governance of the RSEQ Scolaire regions that we spoke about last
spring. We really have no extra information than what we already had in June. We will keep you updated
with any new information as it comes in.

We are currently flying completely under the radar in our leagues concerning our coaches and their
certifications in various sports. In 12 of our sports, there is a minimum level of certification required by
the sport federation to coach the sport at the high school level. These requirements apply to Cross
Country Running, Track, Badminton, Basketball, Lacrosse, Flag Football, Golf, Swimming, Rugby,
Soccer/Futsal, Volleyball & Hockey. Each sport federation has a minimum requirement for coaches’
certification for the Scolaire leagues. Fortunately, right now, (and with Law 25) there is no way for the
Sport Federations to cross-check our coaches’ lists, with their lists of certified coaches. But this cross
check may be happening in the future (especially for those teams who would potentially be attending D3
Provincial Championships). We are mentioning this now, not to start a debate, but just so that people are
aware. There are some equivalency allowances for individuals with backgrounds in physical education,
kinesiology, etc. More information will come when we have it.

409 Varia

409.1 Basketball All -Star

The Basketball All Star Game is February 9™, we need at least 4 coaches, 2 coaches for the boy’s game
and 2 coaches for the girl’s game. If you would like to coach a basketball all-star team, please let Ali know
ASAP.

409.2 Basketball Subcommittee
We will be putting together a basketball subcommittee to discuss a few topics.
1. Basketball Age categories (1-2-2 vs 2-1-2)
2. Basketball Eligibility for Divisions (what is AAA or AA in Girls, how the CBQ effects the GMAA
eligibility regulations, etc)
3. The possibility of forced promotion into a higher division
Own referees for games
5. All-Star

A



Please send Ali an email if you would like to be part of this subcommittee, please keep in mind that the
invitation is extended to the SAC reps but it is expected that prior to the meeting, SAC reps are meeting
with the coaches at their schools in order to go over the issues outlined.

409.3 Own Referee games
The office is asking SAC Reps what some possible solutions are to the lack of referees in two of our major
sports (specifically in Volleyball and Basketball). The office has looked at the issue and the possible
solutions that we can come up with are:
1) Limiting the number of teams that can register in a league (example, maximum 8 teams per league
for any sport, once the maximum number is attained no other teams can be accepted)
2) Reducing the number of games from 10-12 to 8-10. So, basketball season would have an 8-game
minimum.
3) Volleyball, extending the season to start earlier and finish later
4) Basketball, extending the season to start earlier and finish later
The office believes that these are not truly viable solutions that are also in line with our mandate to
encourage participation in our leagues. One SAC rep mentioned that multiple referee clinics were offered
in both volleyball and basketball to try to train some individuals to officiate games, but unfortunately, they
were poorly attended. We are looking for SAC Reps to help us brainstorm possible solutions, thisis also a
subject on the list of things that we plan to talk about at the basketball subcommittee, so we are hoping
to come to the table with some possible solutions for next season.

409.3 SAC Rep Tools

To help SAC Reps share tools and useful information, the office will be creating a shared folder that SAC
Reps can use to deposit useful tools. Example, Surveys that can be sent to students when registering to
try out for a team, commitment forms for students/parents to sign, information on how to train minor
officials, tournament information for schools, etc, etc. The office will manage the data in the files to make
sure thatit’s relevant and organized in a way that can be easy to find and access.



